CURTIS

Curtis also had great hopes in the result of his lengthy
cross-examination of Mrs. Jones. He had attacked vigor-
ously the possibility of there being any truth in Vaquier's
alleged remark: "I did it for you, Mabs." From the
beginning of their courtship they had always conversed
by means of a dictionary, and even at the London hotel
during their last night together, Vaquier's English was
not yet proficient enough to be able to dispense with
the dictionary. The witnesses had agreed that he could
not speak English. Was it likely, therefore, that he had
made this alleged remark?

The Attorney-General had the right to the last word
to the jury, but when he stood up on the fourth day- it
was to say that as the accused was a foreigner he would
waive that right. " The prosecution is anxious that the
accused himself should feel that he has been treated in
this case with every possible fairness/5 said Sir Patrick
Hastings. He spoke only for a few minutes, but in that
time he poured scorn on all the reasons Vaquier had given
for the lies he had told when buying the strychnine, for
the lies he had told about his finance, and the lies he had
told about his passion for Mrs. Jones. Did the jury not
think that he was making all those five statements to the
police because he wished to throw suspicion on to the
potman at the hotel ? "I ask you to say that there is
only one possible verdict/' he concluded, "and that is
that the accused is Guilty/'

Curtis was even shorter in his closing speech for the
defence. He asked the jury to consider the attitude of
Vaquier when he found himself in a position that might
lead to an accusation of murder. In his own country
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